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The Methodist Church



Northwich & Winsford Circuit
Showing God’s love to the world and especially to the people of Northwich, Winsford and the surrounding area
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Our Vision

We believe that we are called to show God’s love to a needy world and particularly to the people of Northwich, Winsford and the surrounding area. Our churches are both independent and interdependent and it is the task of the circuit to equip them to show God’s love for their communities and the wider world.

How do we show God’s love?

Through worship 

As a circuit we should seek to provide the best worship that we can offer to God and appropriate to the local church. This particularly is the work of the Leaders of Worship and Preachers Meeting as well as the circuit’s worship team. Local Church Councils also have a responsibility for the worship in their particular locality. 

Through Learning and Caring.

We should all be seeking to learn more about God the Father, his son Jesus Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit. As a circuit we encourage all our members to take part in prayer meetings and bible studies. It is also important that we take care of each other and ourselves. The circuit will therefore promote excellent pastoral care both by the ministerial team and by training lay people to enable them to fulfil the role of a pastoral visitor. We will also ensure that the safeguarding procedures for children and vulnerable adults are followed correctly in all the churches of the circuit. 

Through Service

The circuit mission team and others will seek to encourage the circuit to seek ways of serving our local communities and thereby showing God’s love to people in practical ways. The circuit also encourages and supports initiatives across the area such as the Foodbank which while they are not specifically Christian we can prayerful support and encourage the work. The circuit specifically is seeking to show God’s love through its children and families work and its youth work.
Through sharing our faith

As we sharing our faith we show God’s love to people. As a circuit we should equip people to be able to talk about the love they find in Jesus. We can talk about our faith in worship and service situations but also in personal conversation. We also share our faith through actions as a Christian towards our neighbours and community.
Through the work of the circuit’s Deacon working with Children and Families and the Youth Worker
These roles in many ways cover all the above areas. Both roles have a teaching and pastoral care element they also seek to serve God from outside the confines of the local church as well as inside. Through these roles conversations are started about the nature of faith and people are shown God’s love.

What about the local church

We in our local churches now need to ask ourselves the same questions that the leaflet asks of the circuit. How do you in your local context show God’s love? In your worship do you always celebrate the love of God? How do you continue to learn about God’s love? In your pastoral care do you show God’s love to each other within the church? Through your service to the wider community do you show God’s love to people outside the church? Are you telling other people about the love God has for them and helping them to come to know that love?

What do the churches require from the circuit to enable them to show God’s love, what training can we offer?
A Possible Local Church Mission Statement

(inert church name) Methodist Church will show God’s love to the people of (insert place name) and the world by (insert the actions you will do.)
Prayer
Thank God for:

· The continuing success of the circuit Messy Church initiative showing God’s love to new families each month;

· The development of “Mini Church” activities on a Sunday in several churches, this is a spin off from Messy Church that is giving congregations hope for their future as well as introducing new people to the church;

· The work of our Youth Worker across the circuit
Gracious God as we step out on our journey of faith may we always remember that nothing can separate us from your love. Help and encourage us to share that love with those around us, especially with those who need it most of all. Amen
